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President's Message 
Tif Rodriguez 

 

What a great time I had at 
J.A.K.E.S. Day, as I do every year.  
It warms my heart to see the kids 
have such a great time, to see our 
Chapter members showing off 
their talents and enjoying the kids.  
Thank you, John, for heading up 
this event, and also to your 
granddaughters .  Thanks to Sally 
Jo, Lyn, Mike & Jill, Bill and the 
Wilsons for volunteering their 
time, and for all of those that 
donated items to make the day a 
success.   

  We have some great clinics and  
events planned this year.  I hope to 
see you at them.  I announced at 
our meeting that our March 
meeting has changed.  Luckily I 
ran into Chuck with the K -9 Search 
and Rescue, and he's graciously 
agreed to come and speak with us 
about basic survival and fire 
starting skills.  What a treat!  We 
tried to coordinate schedules last 
year and couldn't make it happen, 
so I jumped at the opportunity to 
have him come and share his 
knowledge with us this year.  He 'll  
join us for about an hour, our 
business meeting will be very 
short, just a couple reminders of 
upcoming events.   

For those that missed 
February's meeting, you missed a 
great time.  Dr. Cote was filled 
with wonderful information and 
great stories.  We enjoyed having 
him and I think we learned quite a 
bit.  If you need some of the great 
handouts that he provided, get  in 
touch with me.  

I am in the process of signing 
our agreement with the Forest 
Service to adopt our trails this 
year.  They will be  Mavreeso, 
Goble, Fish Creek and Lower 
Chicken Creek.  I've already 
heard there is some much needed 
work to be done on Goble, so 
keep an eye out for that work day 
to take place, hopefully in June.  
Any time you're on one of these 
trails, please do your part to 
maintain them by picking up 
trash, pruning and limbing trees 
and bushes or report ing problems 
that you can't handle.  It doesn't 
take much to do the work, it's 
good training for our horses and 
it's good for us, too!  Stay tuned 
for work days coordinated with 
our Forest Service personnel.   
 How about a little incentive?  If 
you bring a guest to a meeting 
and they join our Chapter, you 
and your guest get a free 
handmade hoof pick, made by 
Dale Wilson.  I have one, I 
absolutely love it.  Check them 
out at an upcoming meeting.  
 Congratulations to our door 
prize winners and the lucky 
newbie that went home with  the 
handmade spur straps.  They 
bought 12 tickets, so they sure 
deserved it!  Stay tuned for other 
great events.  Happy Trails!  Ý
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March 2, 2010 

Dolores Public Lands Office 

Topic:  Basic Survival and 

Fire Starting 

Speaker:  Chuck Melvin, K-9 

Search & Rescue 

6:15 p.m. Grub - bring a side 

or donation, please. 

7:00 p.m. Meeting 

BYO Drink! 

DOOR PRIZES!! 
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MVBCH Minutes  
January 5, 2010 

Venue:  Dolores Public 
Lands Office.  Dinner:  6:15.  
Meeting was called to order 
by Tif Rodriguez at 7:03 p.m. 
 
We went around the table 

and introduced ourselves.  Tickets were handed out 
by Mad ison for the door prizes, donations brought 
by Curt H enderson.  Judith said that Madd ie gave 
her the winning ticket, but Madison unequivocally 
denied it!  
 
Tif introduced our guest speaker s, farriers Dale 
Wilson and Keith Bean.  Both felt that good frog 
care is important to the health of the horse's hoof;  
barefoot is the natural way to go, depending on 
how the horse is used.  Founder can be reversed if 
not too far advanced.  Dale passed around samples 
of a healthy hoof and an unhealthy hoof for all to 
see.  Keith said that navicular in each horse is 
different.  Again the key is to keep the frog on the 
ground and h ealthy.  Some  medications for thrush 
is Lysol spray, Clorox (sparingly and diluted with 
water) and Coppertox.  
 
The secretaryõs report was posted and approved 
and the treasurerõs report was read and approved.  
The bank balance as of 12/3/09 is $2,365.87. 
 
Our web site is mesaverdehorsemen.com.  An n 
Streett-Joslin explained the new site and wants 
everyone to log on and just browse. 
 
Tif said that submissions for the newsletter must be 
turned in to her by the 10 th of the month.  Also, for 
new member forms or renewals, contact Tif. 
 
John Kelly gave a report on J.A.K.E.S. Day to be 
held at Montezuma Fairg rounds on January 30th.  
Set up is 8:00, grounds open at 10:00 - 2:00.  John 
passed around a sign-up sheet for those willing to 
help.  òJ.A.K.E.S.ó means òJuniors Acquiring 
Knowledge, Ethics and Sportsmanship.ó  Weõll 
have Dale demonstrating shoeing, steer roping and 

stick horses.  Contact John for what we still need for 
this day. 
 
The January 19th board meeting will be held at 
Hunanõs.  Tif will let us know the time. 
 
The February meeting will be about winter vet and 
safety care for horses and will be presented by Dr. 
Shane Cote, DVM of Montezuma Vet Clinic.  E-mail 
any questions you might have for the vet to Tif or 
Kathe and she will put them on the list for 
discussion. 
 
Some 2010 donations given by MVBCH were 
discussed.  Motions were made, first by Judith, 
second by Ann to give to SJMA $30.00 and after 
discussion it was first by Judith and second by Barb 
to give to the Colorado Trail Foundation $25.00.  
 
Jill gave a report on our Yard/Tack Sale.  The cost 
for the Lewis/Arriola center is $125.00 for all day 
Saturday and an additional $25.00 to go in the night 
before after 5:00 p.m. to set up.  It will be held the 
1st Saturday in May and we will sell space to any 
vendors who want to participate.  
 
Judith gave a brief report that the Bird Festival on 
Horseback is coming up. 
 
Curt will be giving door prizes at the meetings and 
is taking donations for this.  Four names were 
drawn at our first drawing.  
The meeting 
adjourned at 
8:30 p.m. 
 
Respectfully 
submitted,  
 
Lyn Rowley, 
Secretary 

 
 
 
 
 

 
  "ZONKEY"  
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MVBCH Minutes  
February 2, 2010 

Members present - see sign-up sheet. 
The meeting was called to order by President, 
Latifia Rodriguez at 7:10 p.m.  Tif introduced our 
guest speaker, Dr. Shane Cote, Montezuma 
Veterinary Clinic.  His topic was òWinter Care.ó  
Dr. Cote gave handouts.  If anyone didnõt get them, 
please contact Tif.  Some of Dr. Coteõs points were: 

1.  Horses eat grass.  Some of the food we give 
them are so they can adapt to their 
environment an d use, unlike being in the 
wild  

2. They need good nutrition all year round  
3. They need water all year round  
4. They need some form of exercise to 

maintain a proper weight and body 
condit ion 

5. Their hooves need to be maintained 
6. They need some form of shelter, whether 

manmade or natural  
7. Worms die in heat and dry.  The do not die 

in snow or wet conditions.  We should 
worm our horses when the worms will die 
when being expelled.  New worming 
guidelines now, consult your vet  

8. Small Strongyles are the worry now, since 
they encyst in the walls and build up an 
immunity to some worming medicines.  

9. For West Nile - usually vaccinating in the 
spring is best. 

The acceptance of the minutes was postponed until 
next meeting so Tif can put in the newsletter. 
The Treasurer report was read by Curt.  Our 
current balance is $2,447.87.  Judith made a motion 
to approve, Lori and Tig seconded and it was 
approved. 
Old Business: 

1.  J.A.K.E.S. day - Tif gave a big thank you to 
John Kelly and all the workers.  It was a 
success. 

2. May 1st is the garage sale.  More info next 
meeting 

New Business: 
1. We still need riders for the Ag Expo 

parking  
2. February 16, 2010 board meeting will be 
at Jack and Janelleõs 

3. A sign-up sheet was passed around for 
volunteers for main dishes and food for 
future meetings 

4. Upcoming meetings: 
a. March was going to be the Myler 

Video, but Tif got Chuck to come 
in and give us basic survival and 
fire starting.  We will have the 
Myler v ideo at another meeting. 

b. April is the GPS meeting with 
Kathe Hayes 

c. May 15th will be Form/Fit and 
Potluck at the Streett-Joslinõs - 
that will be our May meeting  

d. July - possibly a massage demo 
and BBQ ?? 

Announcements: 
 Sharon Venne sends her greetings from 
Arizona.  She was going to come back, but due to 
weather, decided to stay a bit longer, riding in the 
sun instead of the snow!! 
Sue H. won the Spur straps.  Congratulations, Sue. 
Five lucky people walked away with door prizes.  
The meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted,  
Lyn Rowley, Secretary 

 
Board Meeting Agenda  

Date:  February 16, 2010 
Time:  6:00 p.m. Dinner, 7:00 p.m. Meeting   
Location Jack & Janelle's in Cortez  
Meeting Called to Order:  
Approval of Agenda:   
Reading of Minutes:  Lyn Rowley  
Comments/Approval:  
Treasurer's Report:  Curt Henderson 
Comments/Approval  
Old Business: 
1. March meeting, Basic Survival/Fire Starting - 

Chuck Melvin K9 S & R 

 Food Sign-up 

2. Insurance Update/Liability Release/Poker Ride  

3. Ag Expo 

New Business: 

1. Disappointment Wild Bunch Partners Update  

2. Share the Trails Summit Two 

Open Discussion/Announcements:   
Adjournment:  
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BCH FEST AT AG EXPO!!  
Sunday, March 21 ð 10 a.m.-Noon Montezuma 
County Fairgrounds, Main Exhibit Hall, Classroom 
A (upstairs)  
For the second year, our local BCH groups will be 
hold ing a BCH Fest at the Four States Ag Expo in 
Cortez, CO.  We meet for a couple of hours to share 
ideas, network with each other and charge up our 
chapters for the coming busy seasons.  Then we go 
out and enjoy the great horse and livestock 
programs, food and shopping at the Ag Exp o 
together with our new -found BCH friends.  
Weôve invited all the Colorado chapters to 
participate, and since itôs the Four STATES Ag 
Expo, we are also expecting representatives from 
the Three Rivers chapter in Farmington, NM, and 
hope to see some folks from Moab, UT, the San Luis 
Valley and possibly Grand Mesa.  
Expo admission is only $5.00 and parking is free. 
The full Ag Expo schedule is now posted online at 
www.FourStatesAgExpo.com .  Itôs a four day 
event, full of fun and 
educational and 
inspiring events.  And 
really, the horse 
program just keeps 
getting better.  

Get revved up for 
another great BCH year, and join us for our 
regional BCH Fest at the Ag Expo.  Please let me 
know if you p lan to attend, so weõre sure to have 
enough chairs, enough snacks, enough coffeeé But 
for sure weõll have enough fun.  Looking forward 
to seeing you there! (But do come on the other days, 
to take in all the other events going on!)   Ý 

Silverton Skijoring F estival  

Feb 6-7, 2010 
Lorri Morgan   

Skijoringé..   Horses pulling skiers at a full gallop, 
OR Cowboys paired up with adrenaline junkies.  

Silverton was buried in plenty of snow for the 
weekendõs festival.  A course was set up down one 
of the main streets, and the horses galloped down 
the middle.  The skiers veered off to the sides and 
speared hanging rings and went over big jumps.    

Sometimes, the horses didnõt think this was a very 
good idea, and one horse nearly circled town before 
the rider could get him stopped.  But mostly, it was 
just really exciting and fun to watch.  This was 
Silvertonõs first Skijoring Festival, hopefully 
followed b y many more.  These racers travel far 
and wide to pursue this adrenaline sport.  There is 
already a really cool professionally filmed video on 
You Tube set to rock and roll music, look for it to 
get a feel for the excitement. 

Four of us girls including a friend visiting from 
California had a great weekend and give it 4 
thumbs up!   Ý 

Target Tree Corral Project  
Tif Rodriguez 

As many of you already know we have been 
putting into motion a project to install some corrals 
at select campsites at Target Tree Campground , the 
group camp area, off Hwy 160.  Last year myself 
and other members went and rode the area, 
surveyed the 
group campsite to 
see if it's "horse 
friendly" and 
made subsequent 
trips to measure 
specific campsites 
for corral 
installation.  
I was able to get 
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some plans that have been used for other corral 
installations at other Forest Service (FS) 
campgrounds.  I have put together a rough quote 
on what the cost will be to get two campsites ready 
for horse use.  A fter installation, we will  evaluate 
the use to see if we should install additional corrals.  
If you haven't been there, Target Tree is a 
wonderful campground with some great riding.  
What an opportunity for our Chapter!   
 
I have just recently spoken with Lloyd about 
possibly cutting in a new trail  that leaves out of the 
campground and up to an abundance of riding 
opportunities .  I have received word from Penny 
Wu that this project is still on their minds !  The FS 
has a new concessionaire for that campground, 
Penny has already met with him  and has 
specifically listed our horse corral improvement 
project on the list for our Dolores District, so 
hopefully that project will become more of a reality 
this year.  Funding is always an issue, so those 
details are continuing to be worked on.  Our 
Chapter members will provide the labor, we'll 
make a weekend out of the installation .  I would 
like to see us provide some of the cost as well. 
 
I just wanted to update you all and let you know 
this project is still on my list.  I'll keep you all 
posted as things develop.  Any questions, don't 
hesitate to contact me.  Ý 
 

San Juan Public Lands Revision Update  

Itõs been just over a year since the San Juan Public 
Lands was in touch with most of you regarding the 
Plan Revision.  The Plan Revision has been taking a 
long time, and there is worry about losing people 
that are interested in the Plan. Please donõt hesitate 
to share this information with others, or better yet, 
direct them to the Plan Revision website at: 
http://ocs.fortlewis.edu/forestplan/.  

From Shannon Manfredi-Plan Revision Team 
Leader-Comments Submitted in 2008 on the Draft 
LMP/EIS   
You may be wondering, òWhat happened to the 
comments I provided on the Draft Land 
Management Plan & Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement back in 2008?ó  The Interdisciplinary 

Team for the Plan Revision has reviewed those 
comments.  We are preparing responses to those 
comments and using them to develop the Proposed 
Land Management Plan and Final EIS.   But, before 
we get to the Final, we need to:  
¶ publish the Supplement (anticipate d for 

May 2010);  
¶ hold open houses for the public around the 

region;  
¶ review and respond to public comments on 

the Supplement;  
¶ add the Supplement comments to the 

comments received on the Draft; and  
¶ use all the comments and information we 

have received to complete analysis for the 
Final EIS and develop the Proposed Land 
Management Plan.    

With these tasks in mind, we do not anticipate 
having the Proposed Land Management Plan and 
Final EIS completed until Summer 2011.  I wish the 
Plan Revision process wasnõt taking so long and 
was not so complicated.  However, as you know, 
the San Juan Public Lands are very diverse, and 
include millions of acres, managed by two agencies, 
spanning many ecosystem types, providing habitat 
for many plant and animal species, and providing a 
variety of resources and opportunities.  In short, 
these lands are important to many people across 
the country, and as such, the Plan has much to 
consider and include in its management di rection. 
The importance and diversity of these lands can 
perhaps bring some perspective or understanding 
as to why the process is taking so long.    
 
I appreciate your time and interest and hope that 
you will continue to stay involved.  Please call 970-
385-1253 or email eretzlaff@fs.fed.us to let us know 
if you want to receive a hard copy or CD of the 
Supplement, otherwise, we will assume that you 
will review the document online.  Please include 
your name and the mailing address of where we 
should send the document and/or CD.  
 
Again, thank you for your continued involvement 
in the San Juan Plan Revision and patience with the 
many procedural steps and extended time frames 
involved i n this endeavor.  If you have any 
questions about the process, please donõt hesitate to 
contact me at 970-385-1229 or smanfredi@fs.fed.us. 
 Ý 
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MVBCH MONTHLY CALENDAR

 
 

 

 

FOUR CORNERS AREA HORSE CLINICS AND EVENTS  

March 18-21 - Four States Ag Expo - www.FourStatesAgExpo.com  
 
April 10  - Four Corners BCH Tack Sale, 9:00 - 3:00 La Plata County Fairgrounds Exhibit Hall, Durango.  
Contact Don Kelly at (970) 769-6342 for consignment info., or go online to www.4cbch.org.  To reserve booth 

space, contact Sherri Libby at (970) 247-8036.

April 16 -18 - Green River Trail Ride, between Green River and Hanksville.  The cost is $95 for the ride and 
meal.  April 5 is the registration deadline.  Horses must be in good shape and shod, rugged and long days, 
18-25 miles/day.   Usually 100 + folks camp by the Devil's Backbone area.  Contact Fran for more 
information and registration packet, 435-564-8112 , cell 435-691-2919 after 6:00 p.m. or  
grtrailride@yahoo.com. 
 

May 6-9 - Doc Hamill Workshop - Sky Ute Event Center, Ignacio, CO - Driving & Working Horses in 
Harness - Call Bob at 970-749-5133 for more information  

May 14 - Ute Mountain Mesa Verde Festival - Birding on Horseback, leaves from the County Annex 
building at 7:00 a.m.  The cost for the trip is $65, which includes lunch and the horse. (Please note, no 
private horses.)  This is  a great opportunity for MVBCH folks who also enjoy bird -watching in beautiful 
country to indulge both  their passions.  Registration for the Birding Festival begins soon and the trips fill 
quickly.  Anyone interested should get on the website and register; 
www.utemountainmesave rdebirdingfestivalc.com.    Additional info:   www.cortezculturalcenter.org . 

May 22 - Four Corners Wild Horse Count  - Trail Bosses are Pat and Frank Amthor, (970) 382-0980 or 
sleepyfoxranch@orionzone.net - Your horses need to be in top shape for this event! 
 
 

February  

2-Winter Care - Dr. Shane Cote 

16-Board Mtg. - Jack & Janelle's, 

Cortez, 7:00 p.m. 

March  

2-Basic Survival/Fire Starting -Chuck 

Melvin, K -9 Search & Rescue, DPLO 

16-Board meeting 

21-BCH Fest, Ag Expo - 10:00 a.m. -

noon, Classroom A, upstairs 

April  

6-GPS Clinic DPLO-6:00 dinner, 6:30 

pm Meeting  - NOTE TIME  

20-Board Meeting 

May  

1-Tack/Yard Sale - Lewis/Arriola  

Community Center  

15-Form/Fit Clinic - outdoor 

grill/potluck - 10:00 am 

18-Board Mtg. 

 

June 

1-Monthly Meeting  

5-Nat'l Trails Day!  

15-Board Meeting 

July  

Massage Clinic/BBQ - TBD 

20-Board Mtg. 

mailto:grtrailride@yahoo.com
http://www.utemountainmesaverdebirdingfestivalc.com. 
http://www.cortezculturalcenter.org/
mailto:sleepyfoxranch@orionzone.net
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2010 GOCO Strategic Plan Now Available for Public Comment  

Last fall, Great Outdoors Colorado (GOCO) held meetings around the state gathering input from grantees 

and the general public about the future use of GOCOôs portion of Lottery proceeds.  As some of you may 

remember, I did a write-up about my attendance at one of these meetings, along with Curly and Madison.    

It was filled with great information, great people, and some really great ideas for our outdoors.  The 

comments, suggestions and opinions gathered from those meetings serve as the foundation for GOCOôs 

2010 Strategic Plan.  The GOCO Board has developed a draft of the plan now available for public comment.  

You can view the draft 2010 GOCO Strategic Plan on GOCOôs website at www.goco.org.      

Please direct your comments to Eric Bergman, GOCOôs Director of Government Relations and Outreach, at 

ebergman@goco.org, via fax at 303-863-7517 or via regular mail to 1600 Broadway, Suite 1650, Denver, 

CO  80202.     

Public comments must be received no later than 5 p.m. on Wednesday, March 10, 2010. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

A BUSINESS CARD SIZE AD IS ONLY $15 FOR 

THE ENTIRE YEAR.  GET YOURS IN TODAY! 
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