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President's 
Message 

Tif Rodriguez 

Happy New Year!  I can't 
believe it's 2010.  We had a 
great time at our annual 
Thankmas party.  Some of us 
wanted to visit longer, so we've 
already got some great ideas 
flowing for this year's 
celebration.  It was great to see 
everyone, including a couple 
new faces, which we always 
appreciate.  For those that 
couldn't make it, we missed you!  
Some great social events and 
work days are in the works for 
2010, so we'd love to see you 
there. 

It's time to start thinking about 
the year, reflect on how 
successful 2009 was and how we 
are going to make 2010 even 
more successful.  I'm excited 
about our new Board members, 
we've already met, new and old 
Board alike, and we've got some 
great ideas flowing.  Thank you 
to those that ran for the Board 
and for those that have already 
renewed their memberships.  We 
as a Chapter appreciate you. 

Remember, if you have an idea 
of something you'd like to see 
take place, contact a Board 
member.  We love new ideas.  
Changes are afoot, as I'm sure 
you can already tell, but don't 

fret!  We need and appreciate 
feedback. 

Some changes to note are listed 
here in the newsletter, so be sure 
to read up on those.  If you need 
further information, come to a 
meeting.  If we don't have it 
available at a meeting, we'll get it 
to you.  You'll notice that 
member information will no 
longer be included in newsletters 
because we don't want that 
information made public on our 
website.  Rosters, however, are 
available for members.  They'll 
be ready at the end of this 
month, you can pick one up at a 
meeting.   

It's never too early to start 
thinking about what we can do 
as a Chapter to uphold our 
Mission Statement.  If there's a 
particular trail you love, think 
about adopting it and 
maintaining it.  What a great 
way to enjoy our beautiful Public 
Lands and to show our younger 
generation the meaning of 
respecting them. 

Stay warm and see you next 
month!  Ω 
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If you  have questions, 
comments, suggestions or 

concerns, please contact one 
of us.  We can help! 

 
 

Mesa Verde Back Country 
Horsemen 
P.O. Box 812 
Cortez, CO  81321 
www.mesaverdehorsemen.com 
mvbchorsemen@yahoo.com 

 
        

 

       JANUARY 2010 

M V B C H   

Monthly Meeting at the DPLO 
February 2, 2010 
Program:  Winter Vet/Safety 
Care Of Our Horses 
Guest Speaker:  Dr. Shane 
Cody, Montezuma Veterinary 
Clinic 
6:15 p.m. Potluck, BYO Drink 

7:00 p.m. Meeting 
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Mesa Verde Back Country Horsemen Mission 
Statement 

 To perpetuate the common sense use and enjoyment of horses in America's back country and wilderness;  

 To work to ensure that public lands remain open to recreational stock use;  

 To assist the various government and private agencies in their maintenance and management of said resource;  

 To educate, encourage and solicit active participation in the wise use of the backcountry resource by horsemen 

and the general public commensurate with our heritage;  

 To foster and encourage individuals to join and participate in their local, State, and National Back Country 

Horsemen organizations. Ω 

January 19 Board Meeting Agenda 

Location:  Hunan's in Cortez, 6:00 p.m. dinner, 
7:00 p.m. meeting 
Meeting Called to Order: 
Reading of Minutes:  Lyn Rowley 
Changes/Approval: 
 
Treasurer's Report:  Curt Henderson 
Changes/Approval: 
 
Old Business: 

1. J.A.K.E.S. Day 

2. February meeting, Vet Care/Safety 

for Winter - Montezuma Vet 

3. Fundraiser Updates/Poker Ride 

New Business: 

1. Adopted Trails 

2. February Board Meeting 

3. 2010 Budget - Lyn/Curt 

4. Insurance Quotes 

5. Ag Expo Update 

 

Open Discussion/Announcements: 
Adjournment:   Ω  

Disappointment Wild Bunch Partners 
Tif Rodriguez 

This group of wild horse advocates it still active.  I 
am proud to say that I helped the formation of this 
group to assist the BLM with our Spring Creek 
Wild Horse Herd.  I meet quite a few times 
throughout the year with partners from Four 
Corners Back Country Horsemen, San Juan 
Mountains Association and the National Mustang 
Association.  In 2009 two ponds were cleaned out at 
our group's urging.  In case you aren't familiar, 
water is not the best out there, it really never has 
been, so we're trying our best to clean ponds to 
better sustain our horses for the future.  We have 
received confirmation that they are planning to 
move forward with the cleaning of three more 
ponds for the 2010 year.   
 
We've put signs up notifying people of where they 
can and can't travel, and we've tried our best to 
block unauthorized access by users in the area by 
putting in boulders designating no off road travel.  
It seems we're constantly out there picking up 
trash, and I mean tons of trash, from campers that 
leave their sites a mess.  We're brainstorming  
   continued on page 3 under DWBP 
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DWBP continued from page 2 
 

ideas to better educate users about our herd and the 
importance of leaving the land in its most natural 
and pristine condition.     
 

It's been slow going, but we've gotten some 
important things accomplished.  TJ Holmes, an 
MVBCH and NMA member, is still documenting 
the herd and doing a phenomenal job.  We have 
more precise and accurate data on the horses than 
ever before.  Thank you, TJ!  Ω 
 
Spring Creek Wild Horses 
Photo Courtesy of TJ Holmes 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Committee Opportunities Available 

If you have not already signed up to volunteer your time on a 

committee, now is the time!  What a great way to see your ideas 

implemented and to get together with likeminded members.  Get in 

touch with the Chairperson of the committees listed below to learn 

more about that particular committee and to let them know you'd like 

to help and be contacted when an event is on the horizon.  A big thank 

you to our Chairpersons! 

Trail Work - Tif Rodriguez 

Education - Tif Rodriguez & Kathe Hayes 

Membership - Sharon Venne 

Fundraising - Curt Henderson 

Social - Jill Poplin 

Political Affairs - Tif Rodriguez 

 

 

 

. 

. 

. 

. 

Upcoming 
Events 

1/19/10 

6:00 p.m. Dinner, 7:00 p.m. 

Meeting, Hunan's in Cortez 

Board Meeting 

Monthly Board Meeting. For more 

information contact Tif. 

1/30/10 

10:00-2:00, Montezuma County 

Fairgrounds 

J.A.K.E.S. Day 

Juniors Acquiring Knowledge, 

Ethics and Sportsmanship.  Our 

youth needs you!  For more 

information contact John Kelly, 

799-4475. 

2/2/10 

6:15 p.m. Grub, 7:00 p.m. 

Meeting, DPLO 

Winter Veterinary Care 

General meeting with Dr. Shane 

Cody, Montezuma Veterinary 

Clinic.  Winter safety/vet care for 

our horses. For more information 

contact Tif. 

2/16/10 

6:00 p.m. Dinner, 7:00 p.m. 

Meeting, Location TBD 

Board Meeting 

Monthly Board Meeting.  For more 

information contact Tif.  

Volunteer efforts may go unnoticed, but 

you are truly valued within our Chapter! 

BE SURE TO 
RENEW YOUR 

MEMBERSHIP 
THIS MONTH!  

THIS WILL BE 

YOUR LAST 
NEWSLETTER.   
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Winter Activities 
Although some of us would rather be on horseback 
(but can't get our blasted trailers out of our 
driveways!), some members have found a way to 
enjoy the diversity of activities in our area.  What a 
winter wonderland we live in!  It sure makes you 
appreciate the fact that we can do all kinds of 
recreational activities here in the Four Corners.  It's 
nice to see the multi-users of our Public Lands that 
we have as members in our Chapter.  

Above is a picture of (from left to right) Sue, Barb, 
Cy S., Curt and Cadette snowmobiling above 
Transfer.  They ran into Charlie Daniels, yes, the 
real Charlie Daniels (with beard in pic above) from 
Nashville.  They chatted with him for about 45 
minutes, although they didn't recognize him at 
first.  Would you?! Ω 

CHANGES IN 2010 

-New newsletter editor - I welcome feedback! 
-Newsletter deadline for submission, the 10th of 
every month. 
-Our Website is newly remodeled and it looks fantastic. 

Thanks, Ann!! You can print membership forms and 

volunteer hours reporting forms right from the site and 

you can access the latest newsletters there as well. Be 

sure to visit. mesaverdehorsemen.com 
-Ad rates have changed.  They are: 
 -Business card in newsletter $15/year 
 -Horse related ads in newsletter FREE to 
  members, fee for all others 
 -Horse related link to your web page 
  from our website FREE to members, fee  
  for all others 
-Membership forms have been updated, so please 
fill them out completely. 

-Door prizes will be offered at our monthly 
membership meetings.  Four were raffled off in 
January.  Come and join the fun.  Thanks, Curt!  Ω 

J.A.K.E.S. Day Needs you! 
 
Juniors Acquiring Knowledge, Ethics and 
Sportsmanship ... we don't need a better reason to 
step up and donate our time than to educate the 
youth in our area.  Every year the MVBCH has a 
booth at J.A.K.E.S. Day and the kids have a blast.   
This year John Kelly is our coordinator.  Thank you, 
John, for your time and efforts.  There are still some 
items we need for J.A.K.E.S. Day as well as some 
volunteers to help in the fun.  See the list below and 
let John know what you can do to help. 
 
Hay bales                       Barb  (2?) 
Tarp                                  ????   
Stick Horses                   Kathy, Barb 
 WE NEED MORE 
Cones                              Barb  
Obstacle Course:     
 Bridge     ???? 
 Jump(s)    ???? 
Lariats    Barb     
Club Literature, etc.  Tif 
Photo Albums   Jill 
MVBCH Banner  Barb                               
Workers                           
   8 to 11 (includes set up)  S.J.L./John K./grandkids 
   11 to 2 (includes cleanup)     Mike & Jill P./John K. 
 
 

 
Members hard at work at J.A.K.E.S. last year.  They'll be 
doin' it again this year.  Thanks, Wilsons!  Ω 
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FEBRUARY 2, 2010, MEETING 

 
February's meeting is going to be filled with 
great information and fun!  Dr. Shane Cody 
from Montezuma Veterinary Clinic is kindly 
donating his time to come and speak with us 
about winter vet care and safety for our equine 
friends.  He needs to know what you want to 
hear!  We passed around a sheet at January's 
meeting, but we need more input.  Please e-
mail questions/topics/concerns, et cetera to Tif 
or Kathe so they can get them submitted to Dr. 
Cody.  For example, would you know how to 
get your horse out of your pond if he had fallen 
through the ice, and then what would you do 
for him if you were able to get him out?  Yes, 
this happened to a member.  WOW.  Luckily, 
she had a positive outcome.  Come and 
participate, bring a friend.  We can never have 
too much knowledge. 

ALSO ... 

DRAWING AT MEETING! 
These spur straps are hand tooled  and are 
patterned after an old antique set of spur 
straps.  The original spur straps had no silver 
spots but did feature a nice concho that was 
actually a bridle loop style of concho.   

To fit new spur straps on to your spurs wet the 
leather to make it stretch over the button. 

Tickets are $1 or six for $5 and they're on sale 
now!  Contact Tif for purchase.  The drawing 
will be held at the end of the meeting on 
February 2, 2010, before adjournment.  Must be 
present to win. 

Thank you, Nihla 
McCabe, for this 
beautiful donation.  Ω 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANNUAL TACK/YARD SALE 

Our annual tack and yard sale fundraiser has 
been scheduled.  Thank you, Jill, for already 
doing the leg work to secure a place for this 
very important fundraiser.  The date is 
Saturday, May 1st, 2010.  It will be at the 
Lewis/Arriola Community Center, the same 
place as our Thankmas party. 
 

We have to finalize the plans, but here's the 
preliminaries.  We'll be able to get in there the 
night before and start dropping off and setting 
up tables.  Pick up of items and/or early 
storage will be available for those members 
that can't do drop off the day before.  Details to 
come.   
 
This year we will be offering tables, for a fee, to 
those people that would like a table at the sale.  
If you've got horse related items for sale, or 
much of anything for that matter, and would 
like to showcase them, this is the perfect 
opportunity to do so.  We'll also be offering to 
sell larger items on consignment.  Please keep 
an eye out for the details and start setting aside 
your items for donation.  We need them!  Ω 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I need a tip every month so get them to me, 
please!   

TIP OF THE MONTH:  
If your knees hurt while riding, relax your leg, 
releasing the tension in your foot. Don't push so 
hard in the stirrup, just let your foot sit gently 
in the stirrup.  
If you're still experiencing pain  

If your knees hurt while you are riding, build 
up the outside portion of the stirrup pad. As 
your legs hang down around your horse's side 
the lower leg twists and produces torque to 
your knee. I put a portion of a wood shim on 
the outside half of my stirrup and the results 
were awesome.  
Sue Grabbe 
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MVBCH MONTHLY CALENDAR
 

FOUR CORNERS AREA HORSE CLINICS AND EVENTS 
March 9-10 - Four Corners BCH Tack Sale, Durango, more details to come  
 
March 18-21 - Four States Ag Expo  
 MVBCH will join other area Chapters in a workshop as we have the past couple of years.  
 We may also be assisting with mounted parking attendants.  
  
 Ann Streett-Joslin will be a presenter. Her schedule is as follows:  
 Thursday March 18 - 2 pm, Equestrian Pavilion, Improving Your Position  
 Friday March 19 - 9am, Equestrian Pavilion, Posting on the Correct Diagonal  
 Friday March 19 - 2pm, Livestock Ring Showmanship, The Art of Leading  
 Saturday March 20 - 9 am, Livestock Ring Showmanship, Putting Pizzazz in Your Patterns Saturday 
 March 20 - 3 pm, Equestrian Pavilion, Smoothing Out Your Transitions People can sign up to ride in 
 these lessons. It is $25 each plus their grounds admission.  
 Contact Ann for more information, 882-8022.  

 

May 6-9 - Doc Hamill Workshop - Sky Ute Event Center, Ignacio, CO - Driving & Working Horses in Harness - Call 

Bob at 970-749-5133 for more information  

Send me your horse related event happenin' in the area and I'll list it here. 

 

TRADING POST 

Horse Related Items For Sale Listed Here For Free!  Let Me Know What Ya Got. 

 

January 

 

5 - Monthly Meeting DPLO - Hoof 

Care - Keith Bean/Dale Wilson, 

farriers 

19 - Board Meeting - Hunan's 

30 - J.A.K.E.S. Day Mont. Cty. 

Fairgrounds - John Kelly Coord. 

 

February 

 

2 - Monthly Meeting DPLO - Winter  

Vet/Safety Care - Dr. Shane Cody, 

Veterinarian 

16 - Board Meeting 

 

March 

 

2 - Monthly Meeting 

16 - Board Meeting 

18-21 - Four States Ag Expo 

April 

 

6 - Monthly Meeting 

20 - Board Meeting 

May 

 

1 - Annual Tack/Yard Sale  

         Lewis/Arriola Comm. Center 

4 - Monthly Meeting 

18 - Board Meeting 

June 

 

1 - Monthly Meeting 

15 - Board Meeting 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    25% discount for pictures to MVBCH members 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Mesa Verde Back Country Horsemen 2010 Membership Form 

Form has changed, please fill out entirely! 
 

Name(s):___________________________________________  Occupation:_________________________________ 
 
Mailing Address:_______________________________________________________________________________________  
 
Phone:___________________  Other:___________________  E-mail:______________________________________ 
 
Type of Membership (circle): New Renewal 
            Individual $28       Family $33        Associate/Business $33   Youth $4 (under 18 accompanied by guardian/sponsor) 

         (Memberships paid October-December include the rest of the current year & all of the next year) 
 
Interests (circle):  Work Projects     Social & Fun Rides/Events     Newsletter     Publicity     Education     Membership    Scrapbook 
                        Public Relations     Packing    Horse Training    Tack Repair     Computers    Public Speaking    Teaching     
 
Please make checks payable to:   MVBCH or Mesa Verde Back Country Horsemen 
    Mail to:    MVBCH, P.O. Box 812, Cortez, CO  81321 
 
I am aware that activities involving horses can be inherently dangerous and hazardous, and thereby agree to accept any and all 
risks of injuries or death that are associated with participation in events sponsored by THE MESA VERDE BACK COUNTRY 
HORSEMEN, Inc.  I (we) hereby release the Mesa Verde Back Country Horsemen, Inc., each and every member, agent and 
employee, of any and all liability which may be sustained in connection with the Chapterôs activities. 
 
PHOTO RELEASE:  I (we) agree to the use of my (our) images taken at Chapter activities and events to be published in the 
monthly newsletter, on the web site, in Chapter scrapbooks or at any Chapter function.   Yes_____    No_____ 
 
How do you prefer to receive your monthly newsletter (itôs more cost effective to use e-mail!):  E-mail___ Postal ___ 

 
Signed:___________________________________________________________  Date:_______________________ 
 
Signed:___________________________________________________________  Date:_______________________ 

(All persons 18 years and older included in this membership form must sign this release form) 
 

 

 

 

 

A BUSINESS CARD SIZE AD IS ONLY $15 

FOR THE ENTIRE YEAR.  GET YOURS IN 

TODAY! 


